
Hillwood Husky Band Handbook 
 

This hand book is written for all Hillwood Husky band members and parents with the intent of providing 
information regarding the purpose, procedures, expectations, and activities of the Hillwood Band.  All band 
students will be held accountable for the information regarding the policies and procedures of the band.   
 

Husky Band Expectations 
 

The Hillwood Middle School band program consists of three performing bands.   The expectation is that 
each student, regardless of band placement, makes consistent improvement throughout the school year.  
This expectation can be met only through the collaborative effort of directors, students, and parents.   It is 
our desire as band directors to strive for excellence in all that the Husky band does including individual 
practice, sectionals, full band rehearsals, performances, and attitude. 
 

Students in the Wind Ensemble, Symphonic, and Concert bands will be required to attend one 60 minute 
section rehearsal each week during the school year.  All students are expected to participate in scheduled 
events consisting of concerts, pep rallies, football games, and contests.   Wind Ensemble members are 
REQUIRED to audition for the KISD ALL DISTRICT BAND.   The 7th graders in the Symphonic Band 
are REQUIRED to audition for the KISD 7th GRADE HONOR BAND.   Concert band members are highly 
encouraged to work towards auditioning for either band.   Those students making the All District Band will 
have the opportunity to audition for the TMEA ALL REGION BAND.  Finally, all band members are 
expected to turn in a weekly signed PRACTICE REPORT charting the practice time of the previous week. 
 

Grading Policy 
 

All students’ grades will be based upon daily participation, sectionals, practice reports, playing tests, 
concerts, written work, group projects, and other activities.   Performance is the PRIMARY component of a 
student’s band grade.  A student may receive extra credit for attending approved instrumental performances 
or completing extra practice during any given week. 
 

Attendance Policy 
 

Band is a performance based class.  Participation in rehearsals and performances OUTSIDE normal school 
hours is a required part of the Hillwood Band program.  Our success is dependent upon 100% participation 
and dedication from each student.  PERFORMANCES ARE A LARGE PORTION OF A STUDENT’S 
GRADE.  Unexcused absence from a rehearsal or performance may result in a failing grade.  It is your 
responsibility to notify a director at least two weeks in advance of any conflict that you have with Hillwood 
Band Calendar.   Absences for personal illness or other extenuating circumstances are sometimes 
unavoidable.  In the event of an absence, the student will be assigned an alternate assignment for a missed 
performance.  It is the directors’ discretion as to whether a rehearsal or performance can be made up. 
 

Tardy Policy 
 

It is our desire to maximize the amount of teaching time for every rehearsal.  During the school day, each 
student is required to be quiet and ready to perform when the tardy bell rings.  For outside of school 
rehearsals or performances, students are required to be READY TO PERFORM at the predetermined time.   
Therefore, it is imperative that band members arrive early to section rehearsals, auditions, contests, and 
concerts.  PARTICIPATION GRADES OF THOSE STUDENTS WHO ARE LATE COULD BE 
LOWERED DUE TO MISSING A PORTION OF THE PERFORMANCE COMPONENT FOR BAND.   
If students are persistently tardy, other disciplinary actions may have to be administered such as detentions 
or office referrals. 
 

Sectionals 
 

Band sectionals are an important part of developing the individual musician.   Each section in the band will 
meet one time every week either before or after school with a director.  Sectional time is used to introduce a 
student to instrument specific material pertinent to individual development.  Students having a morning 
sectional will meet at the front door no later than 7:05 A.M., and the sectional will begin promptly at 7:15.   
Morning sectionals will conclude at 8:15.   After school sectionals will begin promptly at 3:55 P.M. and the 
sectional will conclude at 4:55.  Sectionals are a mandatory part of the band program.  The HMS band 
directors and coaches have an agreement that band students may miss an athletic practice IF the practice 



conflicts with section rehearsal.    Please notify your director as soon as possible if there is a potential 
conflict. 
 

Eligibility Requirements 
 

Band, by law, is a class that is considered part of the DAILY CURRICULUM of the school.  Band 
rehearsals, sectionals, concerts and other performances are an extension of the classroom.  
Therefore, a student will receive a grade based upon his or her participation for those events.   
 

However, band does have an extra-curricular component for events such as football games, individual 
competitions (such as All District and All Region auditions and solo contests), UIL contests, etc.   In these 
cases, the State of Texas law concerning “no pass-no play” comes into play.  Students are deemed 
“ineligible” to participate in these activities for the period following a Report Card if a student receives a 
grade of 69 or lower in ANY subject. 
 

Classroom Materials 
 

Students are required to have the following materials for each rehearsal be it during the school day or 
outside of the school day.   Failure to bring required materials could result in a lowered grade due to a 
student’s inability or hindered ability to participate fully during class.   

1. Instrument – including mouthpiece, working reeds (for woodwind players),  
mallets or sticks (for percussion), etc. 

2. Every student must have a 1” black three ring binder with pockets.    
a. All music and handouts need to be organized 

3. Every student must have a pencil BAG and two pencils– NO PENS 
4. Foundations for Superior Performance by King and Williams 
5. All wind instrument players will need a KORG TM50 (or other tuner) with a pick up mic. 
6. Any other method book that the directors distribute 

 
 

Band Facilities 
 

It is OUR responsibility to keep the Band room looking nice. There will be no food or drinks in the Band 
Hall.  This includes gum, candy, water bottles, etc.  Only on special occasions will this rule not be enforced 
(i.e. class party, or night party).  This includes keeping your instrument locker clean where instrument cases 
must be latched and music stored neatly in your folder.  You must deposit all of your trash in the trash can.  
If you lose your lock you will be required to pay $7 to replace that lock.   If trash is left around your 
chair after class, you may receive a detention to clean up the band room.  Leave the band room as you 
find it! 
 

You will treat everyone with RESPECT in the Band room.  This includes teachers, students, and guests 
(especially substitutes).  A STUDENT WHO IS CONSISTENTLY DISRUPTIVE OR WHO IS A 
DISCIPLINE PROBLEM WILL EITHER BE PLACED IN A MORE APPROPRIATE BAND OR 
REMOVED FROM THE BAND PROGRAM ENTIRELY.  ANY CHANGE IN A STUDENT’S BAND 
STATUS IS SOLELY UP TO THE DIRECTORS’ DISCRETION. 
 

DURING REHEARSALS, ALL CASES WILL REMAIN IN THE LOCKERS EXCEPT FOR 
FLUTES, CLARINETS, AND OBOES. 
 

Please take care of our equipment.  No writing on the stands or chairs.   If you are not a percussionist, leave 
the percussion equipment alone.  If something breaks while in your possession, you are responsible to have 
it repaired or replaced.  This includes such things as stands, chairs, lockers, instruments, etc. 

 

Hillwood Band Dress Code 
 

The Hillwood band is a TEAM activity.    Any time that we are in a performance situation, the band MUST 
look uniform.   Our casual uniform will be used for pep rallies, football games, elementary tours, etc., and 
each band member will wear the Hillwood Band t-shirt TUCKED into jeans, unless otherwise noted.  Our 
formal uniform will consist of: 

a. Black TUXEDO pants  
b. Black dress shoes and socks/hose (no sneakers, flip flops, white socks, or bare legs) 
c. A white MANDARIN collared tuxedo shirt over a white undershirt. 
d. All students are required to have natural hair color for any performance. 

 

The Hillwood band shirt, Tuxedo shirt, and Tuxedo pants will be available for purchase from the school. 


